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As in former times our merchants traded with
Japan and other countries of Asia without extra-
territorial treaties, it cannot be said that trade
cannot be carried out without them: and as-
suming the statement to be true, that the Japanese
desire to trade with Europe, it may safely be con-
jectured that the trade would have very much in-
creased had it not been for the ill-feeling caused by
the outrages which have been fostered by the foreign
jurisdiction: and as this foreign jurisdiction, and
the outrages and license which it is confessedly -un-
able to repress, are likely to involve war, it cannot
be denied that such jurisdiction is not expedient for
the state which undertakes it.

Neither is it expedient for the individuals for
whose benefit such treaties are made: it has a demo-
ralising effect, and, setting aside outrages such as
have been too frequent in Japan, it encourages dis-
honesty, reckless trading, and speculations far re-
moved from the spirit of legitimate commerce. For
the purposes of legitimate trade, the foreign juris-
diction treaties are far more powerful instruments
than the case requires. It cannot be said that French
and British subjects do not obtain their full rights,
and frequently more than that, from the South
American and other States, by means of the ordinary
treaties and the diplomatic agents of their countries.